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Meeting Agenda for February 9, 2010 

6:30 pm — Social hour 

7:30 pm — Dinner and business meeting 

8:00 pm — Mike Priest previews the upcoming (?) America’s Cup 

Commodore’s Corner 
by Susana Hernandez Araico 

 
With February 14 coming up, it is a 

month to celebrate special friendships 
and a very appropriate time to 

highlight the benefits of being part of 
WSA. Our first general meeting in 
January got us off to an excellent start with our first 
speaker of the year, Zac Sunderland. Thanks to Joan 
Chandler, 2009 Education Director, who was 
responsible for inviting him.  

WSA provided the MdR sailing community with the 

opportunity to hear the youngest person to 
circumnavigate the world alone by yacht talk about the 
travails, challenges, and rewards of his extraordinary 
experience. With a huge audience overflowing onto the 
bar lounge, the downside was we had very long dinner 
lines, but it was all worth the wait for a great meal 
prepared by Junior Staff Commodore Diane Larson and 

her team, coordinated by Social Director Janet Davis.  
To conduct this first meeting of 2010 reconfirmed for 

me what a privilege it is to serve in WSA. Also this past 

(Continued on page 3) 

2010 WSA Membership Renewals 
by Shar Breitling, Membership Chair 

 
February 9th is right around the corner, so take 

advantage of the $10.00 saving on our regular 
membership fee. After that date, the fee will be $100.00 
for the Sailing membership. 

Sign up at our web site wsasmb.org, where you can 
pay by Paypal, which is quick, easy, and secure, or the 
forms on the website can be printed and mailed to our 
P.O. Box.  

Even if you pay with Paypal, the waiver form must be 
printed signed and mailed or brought to the February 9th 
meeting. The application, waiver form, and payment 
must be completed and received on order for 
membership to be valid. The waiver form must be the 
original, no copies of signatures, and should be submitted 
at a General Meeting or by mail  

BMW Oracle trimaran 
 

This Month’s Speaker — Mike Priest 
by Diane Larson, Jr Staff Commodore 

Mike will be discussing the America's Cup, including 
photos and video taken in San Diego when BMW Oracle 
launched its "wing" sail.  

Mike's personal AC history includes traveling to and 
viewing multiple AC events, including the 32nd 
America's Cup in Valencia, where he was 18th man for 
a day on the BMW Oracle team.  

Day Sails News 
By Dianne Christman 

 
With five day sails already on the record for 2010, we 

are off and running for a successful year for this 
program!  Many thanks to some amazing skippers:  
Wayne Brandow, Jeannea Jordan, and Fran Weber-
Melville.  

Please join us next time - don't be shy! You are 
always welcome to come along - no experience 
required!  Your experience begins with your first day sail 
and the rest follows! Remember to renew your 
membership or you may not receive day sail 

notifications (participants in day sails must be an active 
WSA member with a current waiver).  Additional 
information is available at www.wsasmb.org.  

Inquiries should be sent to wsadaysails@gmail.com 
Here's to a very successful 2010 Day Sail program!  

http://wsasmb.org
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
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Tracking Abby Sunderland 
 

LEG: Southern California to the equator 
2000 miles 
 

http://abbysunderland.com/location-route.php 
[As we went to press…] According to 
www.SailingScuttlebutt.com, Feb. 1, 2010: ―[A]fter 
departing from Marina del Rey on January 23rd, Abby has 

been having problems with her onboard power and is 
heading to Cabo San Lucas, Mexico to get a new battery 
or two and add more fuel. In her quest for a non-stop 
circumnavigation, she will need to re-start her effort 
there.‖ 
You can also track Abby’s progress at her blog:   http://

soloround.blogspot.com/  

 
 

The Importance of a Survey… 
By Karyn Jones 

This is the scenario — Perhaps you’re at work and you 
need a breather, perhaps you’re daydreaming… at any 
rate, you look online and you find a boat. It’s a sleek boat, 
it has a flush deck, streamlined, a tad bit older, but you 
just want the boat. It has a blue hull and you love blue. 
You find out it’s in the local Marina and it’s within your 

budget.  
You visit the boat and you like the way it looks — you 

barely glance at it because the owner says they had it 
surveyed when they first bought it and they hardly used it. 
So, you go to dinner with the owner and, being the 
impulse shopper that you are, hand over the check. Now 
the boat that you’ve been dreaming about online has your 
name on the title. Now you’re responsible for the upkeep. 

Now you realize that you can’t find where the wires are and 
the lights don’t work… 
If you haven’t figured it out already, this is obviously a 

story about me and how I bought my first boat. Those of 
you that have sailed with me know that it’s relatively ship-
shape now, but that is not how I found it. 

Back in 2005, I bought Outrageous. I knew there was 
work to be done, but, not having a surveyor, I was a little 
in the dark. So I started digging around. I finally decided I 
would get a surveyor to give me some guidance on where I 
should start. I asked one to come by. He called me later 

that day and said that he wouldn’t charge me for looking 
because he didn’t have all day to mark up the things that 
needed to be done-and he wasn’t prepared to get that 
dirty. He left.  

This concerned me so I started demolishing the interior. 
There, I found rotted wood, a headliner with about 30 feet 
of wiring for the stereo and instruments stuffed on top of a 

3/4‖ piece of plugged plywood, screwed and glued into the 
fiberglass. Sticky foam backed vinyl covered the sides and 
top of the cabin. Following the instrument wiring to where 
it entered the mast, I found that it was cut and that it dead
-ended at a tiki lamp drilled into the base of the mast.  

I found the bilge full of water with all of the electrical 
wiring floating below the floorboards — at least I knew why 
the lights didn’t work. After emptying out twelve three 
gallon buckets of water from the bilge I saw the Porto potty 
up front — the previous owner said they never used it. I 
believed him. I had the distinguished pleasure of finding 
out that it was full of poo.  
I also saw a holding tank up front that wasn’t connected 

to anything and looked as though it had a little water in it 
but, after being thoroughly disgusted with the Porto-potty, 
I left it alone. I had a couple friends stop by and help me re
-bed the toe rails and all of the stanchions, redo all the 
electrical work, change out the clutches, halyards, etc. To 
my surprise, the boat popped out of the water three more 
inches… but it was still lower than it should have been… 
Hm’mm. 
So fast forward four years… it’s 2010 and I’ve decided to 

restore the boat to what looks like should be its original 
interior. That means removing all plugged plywood up in 
the front, including the poorly glassed-in stand for the 
holding tank, which still has a little water in it. It also 
involves sanding off the last bit of foam that was glued to 
the ceiling and rebuilding the bulkhead.  
I have my 5‖palm sander, I have my mouse sander — 
but there’s this darn tank in the way, it’s bigger than I 
thought. I cut through the fiberglass and start to lower it 
onto the floor. It’s really heavy and it’s connected by one 
hose that goes to the deck… and it gurgles at me. So I take 
the hose off…  

(Continued on page 6) 

Karynôs ñOutrageousò 

http://abbysunderland.com/location-route.php
http://soloround.blogspot.com/
http://soloround.blogspot.com/
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Cruising News… We Need Your Input! 
by Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey, Cruise Co-Chairs 

 
Welcome to a new and wonderful 
season for cruising, Our first cruise is 
planned for the weekend of March 12-
14, 2010. Even though the cruise falls 

just before the ides of March, we are calling it the ―Ides of 
March Cruise‖. We will be cruising to Paradise Cove and 

anchor out Friday and Saturday with a party planned on 
Saturday night. 
There will be a Skipper’s Meeting on February 2 where 

we will co-ordinate skipper availability and future cruises. 
One of the challenges we had last year was having 
adequate boats for our cruises. With better co-ordination 
this year, we will tackle this challenge. 

Our new boat, a 50 foot Catamaran is scheduled to be 
delivered in China April 15. We are planning on cruising 
the boat from Macau to Hainan Island. Hainan Island is 
often referred to as the ―Hawaii of Southeast Asia‖. We 
are anxious to find crew to join us on this once in a 
lifetime opportunity. After this cruise, our boat will be 
shipped to California where we are planning many cruises 
in the latter half of 2010. 

Lastly, there are still openings for our Alaska Cruise on 
July 18-25, 2010. This cruise is on a wonderful cruise ship 
in the Holland America fleet. 

 

CRUISE ALASKA JULY 2010 – See The 
Glaciers Before They Are Gone! 
by Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey, Cruise Co-Chairs 

 
Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey cruised Alaska last summer 

aboard a luxury cruise ship and loved it so much that they 
are doing it again!  This time you are invited to come 
along and see the glaciers before they melt!  The best 
way to see Alaska is aboard a luxury cruise ship.  
Traveling inside the barrier islands makes for smooth seas 
and pleasant weather.  We have chosen Holland 
America’s ―ms Ryndam,‖ which is about half the size of 
other cruise ships, allowing her to get up close and 
personal with the glaciers!  Holland America is known for 
its premium service and cabins that are 25% larger than 
their competitors’. 

Our itinerary via Glacier Bay National Park includes 
scenic cruising in beautiful College Fjord.  Travel via 
Hubbard Glacier, called the ―Galloping Glacier‖ for its 
rapid advance, and cruise stunning Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park.  While shoreside explore Ketchikan, 
Juneau, Haines (Skagway) and the spectacular Kenai 
Peninsula in Seward.  See, hear and feel nature’s 
awesome power as immense icebergs fall from the face of 
enormous glaciers and send water shooting high into the 
air. 

(Continued on page 4) 

month, the first WSA race clinic for 2010 was 
coordinated by Mary Stuyvesant on January16th and 17th, 
on the topic of ―Find Your Spot,‖ with CYC as a co-

sponsor. Of thirty-three participants, over half were 
beginners new to racing and WSA is off to an excellent 
start in 2010, promoting better sailing skills and more 
activity on the water.  

Day sails are also off to a good start under the faithful 
leadership of Wayne Brandow and Jeannea Jordan.  

Cruise Directors Coco Leigh and Bob Falisey, as well as 
Day Sail Chair Dianne Christman, are seeking to entice 
more skippers so more WSA members go sailing. 
Personally, joining WSA a little over three years ago all 
of a sudden offered me a lot more opportunities to be 
out on the water through day sails and one-day or two-
day cruises. Soon after I was thrilled to be racing. This 

personal path became possible only through the 
educational and training support continually provided by 
WSA skippers, board directors, chairs, as well as fellow 
members. This personal path of mine I gladly present as 
an obviously quite viable possibility to anyone I meet 
who is looking for an exciting activity, as I sing the 
praises of WSA and encourage them to join us.  

February, for me the month of friendship, is thus a 
time to celebrate membership in WSA.  Don’t forget to 
renew ASAP and still manage to save $10.00!!  

(Commodore’s Corner continued from page 1) 
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This 7 Day Cruise leaves Vancouver on July 18, 
2010 and arrives in Seward on July 25, where you 
will fly home from Anchorage.  Cabin prices start at 
$949 per person based on double occupancy.  

Airfare, tax and airport transfers are not included in 
price.  

There is an optional 7 Day Land Tour available that 
includes: a tour of Kenai Fjords National Park with an 

overnight at a beautiful 
secluded lodge near 
Seward; motor coach 
trip and overnight in 
Anchorage with time to 
explore the city; scenic 
domed rail car to Denali 
National Park with a 

tour and 2 nights in Denali; scenic domed rail car to 

Fairbanks with Sternwheeler River boat city tour and 
Gold Dredge tour with lunch and 2 nights in 
Fairbanks.  You would fly home from Fairbanks on 
July 31.  Prices for the 7 Day Cruise plus 7 Day Land 
Tour start at $2499 per person based on double 
occupancy and include escorted tours, transportation 
and lodging.  Airfare, tax and airport transfers are 

not included in this price. 
A small deposit will hold your space on this 

magnificent trip.  I only have a limited number of 
cabins available.  Reserve early for best prices and 
cabin selection.  Deposits must be received no later 
than Feb. 10, 2010.  Contact Coco Leigh 818-903-
7685; cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net for reservations and 

information. 
 

Volunteers Needed for General 
Meeting Dinners 
By Janet Davis, Social Director 

We are looking for volunteers to bring dinner to 

the WSA general meetings for the months of April, 
June, August, September, and November. Some 
members may be unaware that there is a budget for 
this and that there are some easy suggestions for 
takeout — no cooking needed! It's very easy if you 
find a "crew member" to work with. Please contact 
Janet Davis or Kelly Weiss (Social Chair) if you can 

help (social@wsasmb.org or events@wsasmb.org) 
 

WSA and CYC Kick off Racing Season 
with a Race Clinic 
By Mary Stuyvesant, Race Chair 

What better way to kick off the 2010 racing season 
than with a race clinic?  WSA and CYC hosted a clinic 
– ―Find Your Spot‖ January 16 and 17th at CYC. 

Find your spot?  Well yes, for many in our 
community new to racing, it’s intimidating to find a 
ride on a race boat in the Marina.  WSA supporter  
Mike Priest did a fantastic job with classroom 

coaching on not only how to find a ride, but how to 
endear yourself to an owner and be invited back 
again! 

The enthusiasm was contagious - I’m not sure who 
had a better time or got more out of the clinic, the 

students or the coaches.  A whopping 18 racers 
donated their time to come coach 33 attendees of  
the clinic.  ―This was super fun!  We have to do it 
every year! ― said coach and WSA member Joan 
Chandler. 

The co-ed clinic was pretty evenly split between 
beginners and those who have a little racing under 
their belt - but want a chance to ―taste test‖ a new 
crew position without the pressure of doing so during 
a race.  Each day started with classroom sessions 
lead by Priest followed by breakout sessions on the 
dock and patio hosted by local racing coaches.   
Finally it was out on the water to Saturday to drill on 

simple tacking, mark rounding and hiking, hiking, 
hiking! 
Sunday was for racing 
and, unfortunately, 
rain.  The rain did 
nothing to dampen the 
excitement to get out 

and race!  Coaches got 
their crews down to 

the boats and out on the water as quickly as 
possible.  Much like a regular race day, there were a 
few practice ―sets‖ and then a close windward - 
leeward race. 

What really made the clinic great was that we were 

able to get people out on race boats!  Dick Schmidt, 
Dave Powers and Doug Steele made their Farr 30’s 
available and Dave Voss added his Farr 40 Piranha to 
the mix.  How exciting to come to race clinic and 
then step onto, crew and race on a boat designed for 
nothing but racing. 
―You have to 

keep giving back to 
the sport – you 
need to keep it 
fresh and give new 
people a chance to 
jump in.‖ said Doug 
Steele. We had so 
much interest in 
the clinic that on Friday night we were able to draft 
Kevin Kashima into donating his time and his Soveral 
27 to the clinic. 

Special thanks to CYC for co presenting the clinic 
and to donating the club facilities, slips and race 

equipment the CYC Sail Committee and dock staff for 
jumped in - in a flash,  to support and host the clinic.  
And of course to the ―coaches‖ and owners, including 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

mailto:cocoleigh@sbcglobal.net
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Dave Powers, Dick Schmidt, Doug Steele, Dave Voss, Denise George, Joan Chandler, JoAnn Meepos, Kathy 
Patterson, Christine Perakis, Kelly Cantley, Kevin Kashima, Kevin Thomas, Diego Delpino, Chuck Kallal, Kellie 
Fennessy, Mike Priest, and Sue Service! 

I have heard from a few of the folks who attended the clinic and many have already received invitations to come 
out and race. So Mike Priest’s advice to ―make yourself visible‖ and ―participate in the community‖ already seems to 
be paying off. We are all looking forward to seeing some new faces out on the race course.  

 

Some photos from the race clinic… 
Race clinic photos by Mary Stuyvesant 

(Race Clinic — Continued from page 4) 
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Needless to say, I spent the next two hours removing forty pounds of well-traveled poo from the tank… probably 
―deposited‖ two owners ago when the boat lived in San Francisco. And, no, I don’t know if it smelled because I wore 
a respirator — so don’t ask. To my relief, it never touched the inside of the boat or me.  

The sun was going down and I tabled the sanding for another day. On the bright side, the bow popped up two 
more inches out of the water and the boat finally looks balanced. Of course, you have to have your neighbors watch 
from the dock. Mine said, ―Hey, nice poop deck!‖  
There is a quote that many of us have heard that goes a little like this, ―There is nothing — absolutely nothing — 

half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats.‖ That person obviously never had to empty not one, but 
two containers filled with poo. Or demolish and carry off 400 pounds of someone’s lovely home additions and decor.  

Don’t get me wrong, I love my boat, but I could have saved a lot of trouble if I had just gotten the darn thing 
surveyed. With the proper surveyor, they can tell you things like: ―Hey did you know that they attached the 150lb 
plywood headliner on with nails and five bottles of carpenter glue?‖ or ―Wow, the boat’s full of water!‖ or how about 
―Most people just have one head on the boat — you’ve got a Porto potty AND a holding tank. Don’t worry, neither are 
attached to the boat but, wow, they’re both full of poo — and mind you, you can’t just drop raw sewage in the trash 
(the hell I can’t), it’s illegal (fine!), you’ll have to empty those...‖ Seriously.  
For the record, I don’t think that buying this particular boat was a bad idea—I really do enjoy it and all the work I 

put into it is…in a sick and disturbed sort of way…fun. It just would have been nice to know what I was getting into 
before I signed onto the title. And I’ll admit that I could have bought a bigger boat with the money I’ve spent on this 
one. Luckily, I didn’t want a bigger boat (not yetJ) and I have all these wonderful stories to tell… If this sounds like a 
good time to you, grab your checkbook and head down to the marina — but learn from my mistakes and be sure to 
bring a surveyor along with you!  

(―The Importance of a Survey‖ - Continued from page 2) 
 

Long Beach Sail with George & Friends… 
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 Upcoming Calendar of Events 
February 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 2010 

 6th Sat Berger/Stein #1 DRYC 

9th Tues WSA General Meeting 

10th Weds ASMBYC Racers Forum Seminar—CYC 

11th Thurs Ensenada Race Seminar DRYC 

13-14 Sat/Sun MdR Opening Day 

20th Sat ASMBYC Safety and Sailing Seminar DRYC 

23rd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

27th Sat Les Storrs Regatta SCCYC 

Racers:  Be sure to review the 2010 ASMBYC calendar at www.asmbyc.org   
Day Sails: Day sails are usually on Saturdays and Sundays but they are NOT listed on this 

calendar. Contact Dianne Christman at  wsadaysails@gmail.com for up-to-date 
info! 

WSA Website:  www.wsasmb.org  

6th Sat North U / WSA trim clinic; Champagne Series #3 SBYRC;  

 Women’s Sailing Convention 

9th Tues WSA General Meeting 

20-21 Sat/Sun SCYA Midwinters 

23rd Tues WSA Board Meeting 

27th Sat Start Clinic SMWYC 

Photos from our January meeting... 

It was standing-room-only as Zac Sunderland related his experiences as the youngest sailor to 
circumnavigate the globe.   

Photos courtesy of Mike Gitchell and Kim Stuart 

http://www.asmbyc.org/
mailto:wsadaysails@gmail.com
http://www.wsasmb.org/
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2010 WSA Board and Committee Chairs  

WOMEN’S SAILING ASSOCIATION  
OF SANTA MONICA BAY, INC. 
PO Box 10034 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295  

MISSION STATEMENT 
To promote and support womenôs sailing based on the 

following principles: 

To provide educational opportunities; 

To provide information on gaining access to races, 

cruises and other Santa Monica Bay activities; 

To support ñYouth in Sailingò community service pro-

grams; 

To support established sailing programs for women; 

To enhance networking opportunities 

Commodore:  Susana Hernandez Araico      Vice Commodore:  Christina Tarantola 
commodore@wsasmb.org            vicecommodore@wsasmb.org 

 
Education Director:  Kim Stuart        Secretary:  Patricia Rose 
education@wsasmb.org              
 

Treasurer:  Fred Rossmeissl         Junior Staff Commodore:  Diane Larson 
treasurer@wsasmb.org             jrstaffcommodore@wsasmb.org 
 

Fleet Captain:  Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey     Race Chair:  Mary Stuyvesant 
fleetcaptain@wsasmb.org            racing@wsasmb.org 
 

Cruise Co-Chairs:  Coco Leigh & Bob Falisey    Day Sail Chair:  Dianne Christman 
cruising@wsasmb.org             daysails@wsasmb or wsadaysails@gmail.com 

 

Skippers Liaison:  Karyn Jones        Social Director:  Janet Davis 
skippers@wsasmb.org              social@wsasmb.org 

 
Social Chair:  Kelly Weiss          Membership Chair:  Sharon Breitling 
events@wsasmb.org              membership@wsasmb.org 
 

 Communications Director:  Michaela Draper    Publicity Chair:  Krystina Price 
pr@wsasmb.org               communcations@wsasmb.org  

 
Newsletter Co-Editors:  Sue Service & John Nelson  Webmaster:  John Nelson 
newsletter@wsasmb.org            webmaster@wsasmb.org  

 
Historian:  Sandra Canalis  
 

mailto:commodore@wsasmb.org
mailto:education@wsasmb.org
mailto:treasurer@wsasmb.org
mailto:cruising@wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
mailto:pr@wsasmb.org
mailto:newsletter@wsasmb.org

