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Meeting Agenda for January 10, 2012  

6:30 pm ðSocial Hour begins  

7:30 pm ðHoliday Dinner  

8:30 pm ðCircumnavigator Nancy Erley ðòOne World, Twice Aroundò 

 

Commodoreôs Corner 
by Coco Leigh 

  
WOW! 2012! Where did the year go? I 
hope you and your families had a Very 
Happy Holiday! Wishing you a 

Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New 
Year!  
WSA is planning a lot of fun activities 
for the coming year. As in years past, 
we will continue to offer Daysails, 

Weekend Cruises, Educational Clinics, fabulous speakers 
at our monthly meetings, Summer and Holiday parties, 
participation in the Marina del Rey Boat Parade and 
opportunities for racing. In the past we have also tried 
some other activities: Trips to the Hollywood Bowl; 
sailing on the Americaôs Cup boats in San Diego and 
some of our members have gotten together to cruise in 
exotic places such as Croatia, Tahiti, and various 

locations in the Caribbean.  
Our host club, Santa Monica Winjammers Yacht Club, 

has been very gracious to us. We are invited to attend 
the parties, dinners and events at SMWYC. They have 

(Continued on page 3)  

 

January Speaker:  
by Barbara Palmer, Education Chair  

 
Our January Speaker will be Nancy Erley, Captain of 

two world circumnavigations. Her talk will be "One 
World, Twice Around," in which she will share the 
adventures of her all women crews aboard her beloved 
Orca 38 Tethys on two 5-year circumnavigations of the 
world.  
ðððððððððððïðððððððððððððððððð 

2011 Installation Dinner 
(More photos on  page 2) 

ñGreen Dragon2ò and crew enjoying a 
December daysail. 

Photo credit: John Nelson 

Looking like a winner! 
(WSAôs entry takes top prize in this yearôs holiday boat 
parade)  

Photo credit: Parade Organizers 



  2                                                                                                                          &ÈÓɀɯ6ÈÙÕÐÕÎÚ 
 
Upcoming WSA Race Clinics  
By Mary Ho, WSA Race Chair  

January 14th: Annual WSA Race Clinicðscheduled for 
ñsail trim.ò Small differences in sail shape and trim can 

make a big difference in boat speed. Look for details on 
the WSA website, email lists, and Facebook page. 
February 11th: WSA and Del Rey Yacht Club will be co-
hosting a North U racing clinic at DRYC to be taught by 
Steve LeMay. The clinic will focus on the most current 
practices in racing trim and boat handling. These clinics 
are all-day affairs from 9am-4:30pm, and there is a fee. 

Steve has sailed and coached on several One Design, 
PHRF, IMS and IRC boats. Look for details on the WSA 
website, email lists, and Facebook page. 
 
ðððððððððððððððððððððððð 

Photos from 2011 Holiday Party  
And Installation Dinner  
(photos by Mike Gitchell and Sue Service) 

 

Patricia, Chris, Jeannea, and Susan 

Order of the ñBlue Gavelò 

Christina passes the WSA 
gavel and burgee to Coco 

Wayne and Jeannea 

WSAôs Board for 2012 

Diane and Judy 

Jennifer and raffle goodies 

Coco and Judy Rae 

Daysail Skippers 

2011 Marilyn Butefish Award recipient, Diane 
Larson, with Christina and the 2010 recipient, 

Jeannea Jordan 

John, Karen, and Coco 



  3                                                                                                                          &ÈÓɀɯ6ÈÙÕÐÕÎÚ 
  

Live Music and Barbeque on most Sunday afternoons so 
stop in for a drink and burger when you return from 
your sail! We have a Facebook Groups page ï Womenôs 
Sailing Association of Marina del Rey and we also are 
using Meetup.com to reach out to new members. We are 
open to anything! So, letôs hear your suggestions. 

2011 was a challenging year for me. Bob has had 
some health issues. And, we received our new 50ô 
Catamaran ñCoco Puffò from China. It took the better 
part of the year to get all the bugs worked out.  

But, we did get her working just before the Boat 
Parade and she was used as WSAôs entry. AND WE 
WON! I think this is the first time that WSA has won the 
Grand Prize, ñBest Overallò. Best Overall means that we 
had the best combination of all the elements: Lights, 
Music, Design, Animation and Enthusiasm! And that 

really describes this club! I am constantly amazed at 
how the members of this club support one another and 
really pull together!  

Members are the lifeblood of any organization and our 
members are the best! From our Board and Chairs down 
to our newest member, everyone is important! I 
encourage our more seasoned members to meet and 
encourage our new members. And I encourage our new 
members to really get involved. By participating in the 

activities of the club, we get to know you and you get to 
know us. That being said, it is my goal to get to know all 
of you this year. Sometimes I can be shy so if I donôt 
come up to you, please introduce yourself and let me 
know what you like best about the club!  

I have been a member of WSA for over 10 years now. 
I joined WSA after going through a divorce. I was 
looking for some kind of womenôs group for activities 
and socializing. Someone mentioned the Womenôs 
Sailing Association. I grew up in Connecticut on Long 
Island Sound and always wanted to learn to sail but 

never got around to it.  
When I came to WSA, I had never sailed. Next thing I 
know, Iôm going on Daysails and Cruises to Catalina. 
Then, one of our skippers, Dave Angers, asked me if I 
wanted to try racing. All of a sudden Iôm racing 
Wednesday nights and down to Ensenada! I have been 
the Daysail Chair and Cruise Chair. It was through WSA 

that I met my husband Bob Falisey. So, you see, sailing 
has given me a lot! And, I want to give back. As your 
Commodore, let me know how I can help you and the 
club! 
Letôs make this the best year ever for WSAé see you 

on the water!  
 
 

(Commodoreôs Corner continued from page 1)  
 

Donôt miss any activitiesðrenew your 
WSA membership today!  
 

It is time to renew your WSA membership for this 
year!  Before you may participate in WSA events 
including day sails, cruises or racing under WSA burgee 
this year, you must renew your membership by following 
the easy steps below.  Please allow 5-10 days for 
processing, so plan accordingly.    

If you renew before our February general meeting, 
you will receive a $10 discount on a sailing membership.  
Take advantage of the savings and sign up today!   

 
EASY STEPS TO JOIN/RENEW:  

1. Go to www.wsasmb.org, click on ñJoin WSA Today,ò 
complete and submit the on-line Membership 
Application, then pay via PayPal (credit card or 
Paypal). IMPORTANT: Print and fill out sailing Waiver 
and either mail the waiver to WSA at P.O. Box 10034, 
Marina del Rey, CA 90295, give waiver to Membership 
Chair at next general meeting, or email a scanned 
copy or e-fax to membership@wsasmb.org. (Note: 
you do not have to be a PayPal member or log-in to 
PayPal to pay by credit card.) 

2. OR, print and complete attached Membership 
Application and Waiver. Mail along with check to WSA 
at P.O. Box 10034, Marina del Rey, CA 90295. 

 

Payments cannot be accepted at general meetings, so 
please use mail or on-line method as directed above. 
An on-line waiver is not available. All waivers must be 
received with physical signature as directed above.   
 

Policy Reminders:  
Until you renew, you are considered a guest. Guests 
are allowed to attend only up to two WSA general 
meetings per year 
Only current WSA sailing members with a signed 
waiver can participate in on-the-water events 
including daysails and cruises  
Only current WSA sailing members can race under the 
WSA Burgee 

Membership runs from January 1 ï December 31 for 
current year. You can only join one year at a time ï 
the current year 
Membership Application and Waiver forms must be 
submitted every year 
 
If you have any membership questions, please contact 

Membership Chair at membership@wsasmb.org  
 
A 2012 membership form and waiver is 

included on pages 7 & 8 of the emailed 
newsletter!  

http://www.wsasmb.org
mailto:membership@wsasmb.org
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WSA Wins Marina del Rey Boat Paradeé 
We are Number One!!  
By Coco Leigh, Commodore 

The 49th Annual Marina del Rey Boat Parade was held 

on December 10 and WSAôs entry was the 50ô Catamaran 
ñCoco Puffò owned by Bob Falisey and Coco Leigh. The 
theme was Christmas Carnivale. Our entry was called 
ñWSA Having a Ball at Mask-er-adeò. Our entry featured a 
giant, lighted Jesterôs Mask and 2 smaller masks plus the 
20 foot tall Skydancer (the tall yellow inflatable man 
which really added to the Carnivale motif). We made a 
giant string of Mardi Gras beads and had our inflatable 
Santa Claus and Frosty the Snowman. Plus, all those 
lights that we have been collecting over the years!  

Bob and I attended the Marina del Rey Boat Parade 
Awards Dinner. All the awards were given out and it was 
down to the Grand Prizeé Best Overall. Bob leaned over 
to me and said, ñWe was robbed! We should have gotten 
something.ò Then they announced the Grand Prize Winner 
ï ñCoco Puffò representing the Womenôs Sailing Associa-
tion! I couldnôt believe my ears! We won? We didnôt have 
the best light display because we donôt have a big budget.  
What I now understand is that ñBest Overallò means 

that we combined all the elements: Lights, Music, Design, 
Animation and Enthusiasm! And this really was a group 
effort! As Vice Commodore for 2011, the Boat Parade was 
my responsibility. But, I could have never done it without 
everyone who participated!  

Many hands came together to make it all happen:  
there was a Design Committee that came up with design 
ideas; Marsha Vifquain drew the template for our center 
piece Jesterôs Mask; the work crew (the glitter queens and 
kings) built the masks and other decorations on Dec 3; 
the work crew who put on all the lights and decorations 
on the boat on Dec 10: Jennifer Zannelli compiled the 
great Latin Music and found Party Works in South El 
Monte who donated the Skydancer; John Melville picked 
up and coordinated the generator and sound system; all 
the dancers and wavers who dressed up and rode on the 
boat during the parade ï their enthusiasm was infectious; 
they also helped disassemble all the decorations at the 
end of the night and letôs not forget John Melville and 
Coco Leigh who drove the boat for all to see. 

The Grand Prize, a trip to New Orleans, was won by the 
boat owners Bob Falisey & Coco Leigh. There were some 
additional prizes which were raffled off at the installation 
dinner among the people who helped out with our entry.  
Next Yearôs Boat Parade will be the 50th Anniversary and 

everyone will be going all out. We will be looking forward 
to seeing what Vice Commodore Jennifer Zannelli and her 
crew come up with next year! (Jen, the bar has been set!)  

Thank You to Our Supporters  
WSA is a volunteer organization and it takes a lot of 

people to keep us the best sailing organization in the Ma-
rina! Thank you to our 2011 Board and Chairs! Thank you 
to everyone who helped make our Boat Parade entry a 
winner and our Installation Dinner a success! There were 
quite a few companies and people who donated equip-
ment and raffle prizes and I wanted to acknowledge some 
of them here. If we missed anyone, I apologize now for 
the oversight. Hereôs a partial list of some of our support-

ers. Please utilize their services. 
 

Boat Parade  
 
Party Works  

Donation of Sky Dancer (Tall Yellow Inflatable Man) 
Eric Elkaim, 9712 Alpaca St., S. El Monte, CA  91733, 
626-305-6655, www.partyworksusa.com  
 

Installation Dinner  
 

Auto Aid ï Oil Change  
David Bulko, 14526 Erwin St., Van Nuys, CA  91411, 
818-901-1113 

 
Diane Hubner ï 2 Massages  

Bodyenergizers@gmail.com, 310 394-4334, 
www.bodyenergizers.net 

 
LRS & Assoc. Bookkeeping Services ï  

(Three hours Quickbooks Training) 
Linda Saltzman, Sherman Oaks, CA 91423, Tel: 818-788
-8902  Fax: 818-788-8937 
 

Casa De Flores ï Florist $50 Gift Cert  
Nancy Hasson, 15600 Ventura Blvd, Encino, CA, 91436, 
818-783-1818, www.casadeflores.us  
 

Operation Organization, Inc.  
(Two hours of professional organization services $140 
Value) 
Katrina Teeple, 15206 Burbank Blvd. Ste. 309, Sherman 
Oaks, CA, 91411, 818-780-2665, 
www.operationorganization.com 
 

Syndicate Salon - $50 Gift Card  
Brian Dahl, 16919 Ventura Blvd, Encino, CA, 818-981-
1020 
 

Valley Spinal Decompression Center  
Specializing in non-surgical treatment of severe back 
painðPomegranate Plus ï Antioxidant Supplement ($40 
Value) 
Bruce Shannahoff, 5363 Balboa Blvd. Suite 430, Encino, 
CA  91316, 818-789-3244 

ñGal Warnings ò is always looking for photos 
of WSA activities and members!  
ð Send them to Newsletter@WSASMB.org ð  

http://www.partyworksusa.com/
http://us.mc821.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Bodyenergizers@gmail.com
http://www.bodyenergizers.net/
http://www.casadeflores.us/
http://www.operationorganization.com/
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Get on Board for the 2012 Women's Sail-
ing Association, Saturday February 4th 
2012, in Newport Beach  
By Fran Weber Melville  

 The convention is a fabulous way to kick start your 
sailing season for 2012. The Bahia Corinthian Yacht club 
is the best venue in Southern Califiornia, Gail Hine has 
been the director for 21 years and has all the learning 
options (on and off the water) for lady sailors of all skill 
levels, but the best part is the energy generated by 250 
lady sailors all chatting about their sailing lives and 
dreams for 2012 and beyond. For more information and 
registration contact Gail Hine at gailhine@teamway.com 
or go to the Southern California Yachting Association web 
site and click on womens sailing convention for more de-
tails. This is a must do for lady sailors who want to be on 
the fast track for their 2012 sailing adventures!!!  

ASA 104 (Bareboat Charter) or 114 (catamaran certifi-
cation) plus the Women's Sailing Convention....WOWIE 
ZOWIE! 

Blue Pacific Boating is offering an ASA 104 (coastal 
cruising) or 114 (catamaran certification)  to ladies who 
want to both participate in an ASA certification and attend 
the Women's Sailing Convention. What a great way to 
position yourself for lots of options for sailing in 2012!!!  

Fran Weber, a member of the Women's Sailing associa-
tion of Santa Monica Bay and ASA Instructor for Blue Pa-
cific Boating, is sailing from Marina Del Rey to Newport to 
play at the Women's Sailing Convention plus have fun 
sailing a Pacific Cat: a 38 ft catamaran from Marina Del 

Rey to Newport and return.  The catamaran is being gen-
erously donated by Blue Pacific Boating in Marina Del Rey 
for use by ladies attending the convention. Does not get 
much better than that!!!  

Fran needs crew to help her sail down to Newport for 
the convention and those ladies who want to participate 
in the ASA certification will get the first chance at crew 

positions. If there is additional room for non ASA crew 
then they will be chosen on a first come first serve basis. 
The details are: 

Those wanting ASA certification should contact the Blue 
Pacific Boating staff at 310 305-7245 and sign up for 
either the 104 or the 114...those registered for the con-
vention will be given first priority as crew.  

Those not interested in ASA certification but who would 
like to help crew a 38 ft catamaran to Newport please 
contact Fran Weber at cptfran@aol.com or call her at 
310 738-3205.  She will put you on a list on a first 
come first serve basis. 
Sailing plans are:  

Leave Friday Feb 3rd at 8am for Newport (we would 
need to provision the prior to leaving the dock so that 
means Thursday eve or Friday early am) 
Arrive in Newport about 4 pm on Friday afternoon (40 
miles at 5 knots = 8 hours)  

Moor in Newport harbor or have an end tie...dinner on 
shore at the yacht club or for ASA students dinner on 
the catamaran (practice meal prep) 
Sleep on the catamaran on Friday nite and Saturday 
nite 
Participate in the convention all day Saturday 
Have a post convention party on the catamaran Satur-
day evening 
Leave Newport Harbor around 7:30 am (after getting 
fuel and pumping the head for the ASA students)  
There will be a charting session to review the route to 
Newport and all the safe harbors that we may need in 
emergencies (this is a must do for all crew mem-
bers..whether you do it on your own or in a group set-
ting all crew members need to know this info before we 
leave the dock) 
I hope this answers most of your questions. Please feel 

free to contact Fran Weber with any additional questions/
concerns/suggestions: Fran Weber cptfran@aol.com or 
310 738-3205 

 

SMWYC Cool Jazz and Hot BBQ Sundays 
resume January 22!  
If you arenôt spending your Sunday afternoons at 
SMWYC, youôre missing out. Every Sunday, beginning Jan. 
22, Santa Monica Windjammers Yacht Club presents top 
notch jazz groups in the lounge. There is no cover charge.  

The barbecue is fired up with a menu that includes 
steaks, pork loin, chicken breast, Italian sausage, Brat-
wurst, hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie brochettes; with 

prices ranging from $7.00 to $14.00. Add in all the extras 
and you have excellent food at excellent prices. SMWYC 
provides the food and the BBQ grills and you cook for 
yourself (in rainy weather, the club will offer cooked hot 
dishes instead).  

The cash bar opens and food is available beginning at 
3:00 p.m. and music runs from 4:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.   

View the sunset, listen to superb jazz musicians, have a 
couple of drinks and a great meal; what a perfect way to 
end a day of sailing. This is a standing invitation to all 
WSA members and their guests.  

 

A Special thanks to Overland Café  
Every month, the Overland Caf® caters WSAôs 

dinner with a wonderful variety of menus. Serving 
great food since 1974. Visit their website at  
www.overlandcafe.com   

http://www.overlandcafe.com/


  6                                                                                                                          &ÈÓɀɯ6ÈÙÕÐÕÎÚ 
  



  7                                                                                                                          &ÈÓɀɯ6ÈÙÕÐÕÎÚ 
  


